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MARSH, Percy 
 

Rifleman, 5/5075 
2nd Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Saturday, 25th September ,1915 
Died of his Wounds  
Memorial: Loos Memorial 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 19 years 
 

 
Percy Marsh was born on 17th 
November 1895 and was baptised at St 
Mary’s Church Haverhill on the 29th 
September 1896 on the same day as 
two of his elder sisters Martha and 
Rosa.  His parents were Frederick and 
Mary Ann, nee Nunn, and his father had 
worked as a farm labourer and then later 
as a hair weaver.  Percy grew up with 
his family living mainly in the Burton End 
area, first at number 59 and then later at 
67.  After leaving school Percy worked 
at a local rope factory as a rope spinner. 
 
Both of Percy’s parents were born in 
Haverhill where they were married at St 
Mary’s church on the 26th July 1879. 
Percy’s maternal grandparents, William 
Job Nunn and Ellen, nee Cracknell had 
married on the 12th May 1854 and also 
lived in the Burton End area for a while.  
William found employment as a 
gardener/journeyman. 
 
 

Percy enlisted in London at 38 New Kent Road in the King's Royal Rifles, on 11th  
August 1914, giving his age as 19 years 230 days, a labourer born in Haverhill, living 
at 22 Carter Lane, London. He was 5 feet 3 inches tall, weighed 106 lbs and had a 
chest measurment of 32" to 34".  
 
He was initially sent to Winchester for the 11th Battalion, Rifle Brigade No.S/9486, 
but this posting was cancelled on 21st September and he became 5/5095 in the 
King's Royal Rifles.  
 
In January 1915 Percy was wounded in his left hip and was hospitalised for two 
months.  After ten days leave Percy was sent back to the front and in September 
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1915 he fought at the Battle of Loos. He was recorded wounded and listed as 
missing on 25th September 1915. 
 
The war diary for this date records that they were ready for the assault that was to 
begin at 5.50am. They were using gas which blew back when the wind changed. B 
Coy in particular was badly affected. All ranks wore smoke helmets. Much of B Coy 
were out of action. On reaching the wire it was discovered that it had not been cut, 
and was low and wide. Gas from the 15th Div drifted over them and it was necessary 
to go back to their own 1st line. On the right the 15th Div got through and could be 
seen streaming through Loos to Hill 70. On the left in the 7th Div area the German 
line was taken leaving only the unbroken gap in front of 2nd Bde. The Bde objectives 
were finally reached by 4:40 pm. ‘It rained all night. Men dug in awfully well. 
Casualties during 25th Officers 8 wounded, 3 killed, 1 sick from gas. OR (Other 
Ranks) approx 100 killed, 250 wounded, 237 missing’ 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 11th December 1915 reported that: 

 
‘5075 Pte Percy Marsh, of the King's Royal Rifles was killed in action 
on 25th. September in the Battle of Loos. He was the son of Mr. F. 
Marsh, of 67, Burton End.’  

 

 
Percy is remembered with honour at the Loos Memorial. (photo courtesy of CWGC) 

 
On the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial a wreath was laid inscribed:  
 

In loving memory of Rifleman P Marsh,  
Killed at Battle of Loos, 
Sept 25th 1915, aged 20 

From mum, dad, brothers and sisters 
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Percy had four elder brothers who all served in the Great War.  On hearing that his 
youngest brother had died Private John Elijah Marsh wrote this poem in his memory: 

 
These lines I have written for one I have lost, 

Who has done his duty so nobly and well, 
But never will speak of what battles have cost: 
His young life has gone to no sound of the bell. 

 
He first went to fight at his country’s call 

While his parents were wishing him Gods speed; 
But later we were told of his fall, 
To us the blow is terrible indeed. 

 
There are four sons left to mourn 

The quick death that has taken him home, 
And hope he has gone with his sister 

To heaven, and to rest, round the Throne. 
 

How I knew that something had gone wrong, 
Was because his letters ceased all at once; 

No more will he sing his favourite song, 
Because he is slain by the Germans’ bounce. 

 
His mother and father will miss him, 

His brothers and sisters see him no more, 
So let us pray for the other four sons, 

Till we meet them all on the Golden Shore. 
 
 

 
Percy’s sister Martha married Arthur Mayes who was brother of another casualty, 
James Mayes. 


